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Abstract

Local wisdom serves as a foundation for decision-making at the local level, particularly in
natural resource management and various other social activities. The values, traditions,
customs, and knowledge contained in local wisdom form the foundation for the formation of a
unique cultural identity and distinguish one community from another. This study aims to
analyze how community empowerment through a local wisdom approach can strengthen
cultural identity while encouraging local economic empowerment in the Tanoker Learning
Village, Jember. Using a descriptive qualitative approach, data were obtained through
observation, in-depth interviews, and documentation. The results show that local wisdom
formulated in cultural education activities, traditional art performances, and community-
based creative economy has made a signiOicant contribution to increasing community
participation, strengthening a sense of ownership of local culture, and opening new economic
opportunities based on local potential. This study recommends the integration of local values
into community empowerment and education programs as a sustainable development
strategy.

Keywords: Community Empowerment, Local Wisdom, Cultural Identity, Local Economy,
Tanoker Jember

1. Introduction

Globalization brings rapid social and cultural changes, which often erode local cultural
identities. Globalization encourages the formation of multicultural identities, where individuals
integrate local and global identities. However, this can lead to identity conOlicts and challenges in
maintaining a balance between the two (Choi, 2022). Rapid social and economic changes cause
communities to abandon local cultures that have been passed down through generations. This has
resulted in a weakening of cultural identity and a decline in the competitiveness of local economies
based on traditional wisdom (Brooks et al., 2023). One effort to maintain and strengthen cultural
identity and improve community economic well-being is through empowerment based on local
wisdom (Pratomo et al., 2024) In this context, community empowerment based on local wisdom is
crucial for maintaining cultural existence and strengthening community-based economies.
Community empowerment is not only the responsibility of the government but also of all elements
of society, including universities. Community participation is considered a crucial element for
achieving inclusive and sustainable development (Sandika et al., 2024) Community empowerment
efforts have become increasingly urgent as demands for environmental conservation, human
resource development, and the demands inherent in the dynamics of development grow. Community
empowerment can foster community independence and enable them to compete in the era of
globalization. Community empowerment is a process by which individuals and groups gain the
knowledge, skills, resources, and conOidence to take control of their own lives and contribute to
sustainable development. Local wisdom encompasses not only traditional values but also social,

665



economic, and cultural practices passed down through generations and proven relevant to addressing
the challenges of the times. Local wisdom encompasses various aspects, from sustainable agricultural
practices to inclusive social systems and customs rich in symbolic meaning (Nurhaliza & Purnomo,
2021). The interconnectedness of local wisdom, cultural identity, and the local economy creates a
mutually supportive and reinforcing ecosystem.

Local wisdom is the knowledge, values, and practices that develop and are passed down from
generation to generation within a community or society. Local wisdom is an integral part of
community life. It serves as a guide for life that regulates human interactions with nature and each
other, and serves as a foundation for decision-making and problem-solving. Local wisdom serves as
the foundation for decision-making at the local level, particularly in natural resource management
and various other social activities (Fatmi & Fauzan, 2022). In-depth knowledge and understanding of
the natural environment, as well as sustainable agricultural practices, enable communities to manage
natural resources responsibly and sustainably (Lanur & Mar9ni, 2015). Local wisdom also serves as a
source of inspiration for the development of creative and innovative products with economic value.
Forms of local wisdom provide opportunities for creativity for communities, which subsequently give
rise to creative industries (MuhOiatun, 2018). The integration of local wisdom into the educational
curriculum also plays a crucial role in shaping the character of the younger generation and instilling
noble cultural values (Annisha, 2024). The development of science can be inspired by local wisdom,
which often contains time-tested knowledge. Developing unique and high-quality local products can
increase the competitiveness of the local economy and create new jobs for the community. Local
wisdom is an integral part of a community's identity. By understanding its knowledge system, we can
appreciate the uniqueness and richness of its culture. Therefore, preserving and developing local
wisdom is crucial for maintaining cultural sustainability and improving community welfare (Annisha,
2024). Local wisdom plays a central role in community empowerment, particularly in the context of
strengthening cultural identity and improving the local economy.

Cultural identity is the feeling or awareness of belonging to a particular cultural group. Cultural
identity is the distinctive characteristics, beliefs, and values held by a community that distinguish it
from other groups. This cultural identity can manifest itself in various forms, such as language,
customs, art, music, clothing, and food. In the era of globalization, cultural identity has become
increasingly important as a differentiator and social glue. Cultural identity symbolizes a nation's
identity, distinguishing it from other nations. Language, as a determining factor in cultural identity,
plays a positive and communicative role in building the foundation of the cultural landscape through
the continuous representation and transmission of diverse cultural characteristics (Nugroho &
Kusuma, 2023). A strong cultural identity can strengthen a sense of unity and togetherness, and
increase pride in the nation and state (Se9awan & Ramdhani, 2021). Maintaining cultural identity is
crucial in the era of globalization to prevent the loss of national identity.

Alocal economy refers to economic activities centered on a speciOic geographic area, such as a
village, city, or district. A local economy involves the production, distribution, and consumption of
goods and services within that area. The local economy plays a crucial role in creating jobs, increasing
community income, and reducing poverty in an area. Local economic development can be achieved
by utilizing the potential of natural resources and human resources within the region. The local
economy is the main driver of regional development and increases the region's competitiveness in
facing global competition. Strengthening the local economy can be achieved by increasing the
competitiveness of local products, expanding market access, and improving the quality of human
resources. Local economic development can be achieved by utilizing local wisdom as social and
cultural capital. The concept of a circular economy can be implemented through a partnership model,
where the government acts as a facilitator and regulator, private companies as business drivers, and
the community as suppliers of raw materials or small business actors interact, collaborate, and
participate in economic development programs (Pasaribu, 2006)

This approach focuses on utilizing local resources, both in social, economic, and cultural aspects,
as a foundation for sustainable development (Yanan et al.,, 2024) the context of cultural identity, local
wisdom-based empowerment helps communities maintain their ancestral heritage, such as
traditional arts, regional languages, customs, and folk games (Meng et al., 2024; Wijaya Kusuma,
2023). Meanwhile, in the economic aspect, local wisdom-based empowerment can encourage
community economic growth through the development of culture-based businesses, such as
handicrafts, traditional culinary arts, and community-based tourism (Hasan et al., 2022) Thus,
communities are not only able to maintain their culture but also gain economic beneOits from its
preservation. With synergy between the government, academics, business actors, and the
community, local wisdom-based empowerment can be an effective strategy in creating sustainable
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development, where cultural identity is maintained and local economic welfare is increased (Azwar
etal, 2023; Nalikan et al,, 2025)

Tanoker Learning Village, located in Ledokombo District, Jember Regency, is an example of a
community that utilizes local wisdom to develop a culture-based empowerment model. Tanoker
Learning Village is known as a community active in empowering the community through various local
culture-based activities, particularly in efforts to preserve traditional games, arts, and the creative
economy (Juariyah & Adawiyah, 2022) The programs implemented in Tanoker not only aim to
reintroduce local culture to the younger generation but also serve as a strategy to improve the
community's economic welfare through the tourism sector and culture-based creative industries
(Juariyah & Adawiyah, 2022) This initiative emphasizes alternative education, preservation of
traditions, and development of the creative economy by empowering children, youth, and the
community in an inclusive manner. Therefore, this research is important to examine the extent to
which local wisdom is used as an empowerment strategy that impacts the strengthening of local
cultural identity and the local economy. Tanoker Learning Village, with all its uniqueness and
potential, offers an interesting case study of how communities can utilize local wisdom to achieve
sustainable development. Therefore, an in-depth analysis of the role of local wisdom in community
empowerment in Tanoker Learning Village is very relevant to understanding the socio-economic
dynamics that occur and providing inspiration for other communities that are trying to develop their
local potential.

2. Methods

The research method used in this scientiOic article is a qualitative method with a case study
approach, chosen to explore in depth the dynamics and complexities of community empowerment
through local wisdom in the Tanoker Learning Village in Jember. This approach allows researchers to
holistically understand the meanings, values, and practices that develop within the community within
its unique social, cultural, and economic context. Through qualitative methods, researchers can
capture the various perspectives and subjective experiences of empowerment actors directly, as well
as document the social transformation processes occurring within the community (Sari et al.,, 2022).
Data collection was conducted through several techniques, including in-depth interviews
involving key informants such as Tanoker managers, local community leaders, program facilitators,
and participants actively involved in empowerment activities. These interviews were semi-
structured to provide space for informants to freely express their views, experiences, and aspirations,
while remaining focused on the research focus. Furthermore, participant observation was conducted,
where researchers were directly involved in community activities to observe the empowerment
process, social interactions, and the implementation of local wisdom values in daily life. This
technique provided researchers with the advantage of capturing social nuances that cannot always
be revealed through interviews alone.

Data obtained from interviews and observations were then supported by documentation such
as activity archives, Tanoker publications, documentary photographs, and various other visual
materials that recorded the traces of empowerment activities. All collected data were analyzed
thematically through stages of coding, categorization, and drawing conclusions that represent
patterns of meaning and empowerment strategies based on local wisdom. With this approach, the
research aims not only to describe existing realities but also to uncover the contribution of local
wisdom as a foundation for strengthening local cultural and economic identity amidst the challenges
of modernization.

3. Results and Discussion

The Role of Local Wisdom in Education and Strengthening Cultural Identity in the Tanoker
Learning Village in Jember

The research Oindings show that local wisdom plays a central role in the informal education
process and the formation of cultural identity among children and adolescents in the Tanoker
Learning Village in Jember. In this context, local wisdom is positioned not only as a preserved cultural
heritage but also as a pedagogical medium strategically utilized in the community empowerment
process. Tanoker actively integrates elements of local Madurese and Javanese culture into various
informal educational activities. These elements include traditional games (such as stilts, gobak sodor,
and Bentengan), regional dances (remo, topeng, and Madurese dances), as well as the use of regional
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languages, local symbols, and folklore narratives in learning activities. This utilization is contextual
and carried out consistently, so that local culture is not merely an object of study but an integral part
of the learning method itself.

One concrete example of this implementation is the Dolanan Festival, an annual event designed
as both an educational and recreational space, where children are given the opportunity to perform,
play, and showcase their skills in traditional games and local performing arts. This festival not only
serves as a medium for the transfer of cultural values, but also strengthens social networks between
communities and reintroduces local culture to the wider community, including the younger
generation, who are increasingly exposed to global culture.

Furthermore, the Ngaji Budaya activity serves as an important means of reOlecting on local
values, spirituality, and community history. In this session, children and adolescents are invited to
openly discuss the meaning of symbols, life philosophies, and local ethics embedded in the
community's traditions and cultural practices. This activity also involves local traditional leaders and
cultural Oigures as resource persons, strengthening cultural authority and providing an authentic
dimension to the learning process. Local arts and crafts training activities are also an important
vehicle for fostering creativity and a love of one's own culture. These training include making
traditional masks, Madurese batik, traditional musical instruments, and vocal arts such as macapat.
Children are taught not only technical skills but also an understanding of the symbolic and historical
values inherent in each art form.

The impact of this approach is evident in the increased sense of pride, belonging, and awareness
of cultural identity among children and adolescents. Based on in-depth interviews and participant
observation, participants were found to feel more conOident when speaking about their culture, show
a greater interest in local history, and demonstrate a tendency to voluntarily preserve traditions, both
within their families and communities. Instilling cultural identity through local wisdom also
strengthens social values, such as mutual cooperation, respect for differences, and concern for the
social environment. These values are formed through collective experiences in culture-based
activities, which are then reOlected in children's daily behavior at school and at home.

Overall, the results of this study indicate that local wisdom in Tanoker is not only a source of
cultural education, but also an effective strategy for character building, revitalizing local culture, and
creating inclusive and contextual learning spaces. Therefore, the local wisdom-based empowerment
model implemented by Tanoker can serve as a reference for developing culture-based education in
other communities, particularly in facing the challenges of globalization and cultural
homogenization.

Local Wisdom as Social and Economic Capital in Community Empowerment in the Tanoker
Learning Village in Jember

Local wisdom serves not only as a source of cultural values but also as signiOicant social and
economic capital in the community empowerment strategy at the Tanoker Learning Village in Jember.

Integrating local wisdom into economic activities is a key strategy used by Tanoker to leverage local

potential and create community-based economic independence.

1. Local Wisdom as Social Capital Local wisdom in Tanoker is manifested through collective values
such as mutual cooperation, deliberation, community solidarity, and a local work ethic that are
deeply rooted in Madurese and Javanese culture. These values serve as social capital that
strengthens community cohesion and builds trust among community members, which is crucial
for carrying out collective economic activities. Tanoker's empowerment practices focus not only
on creating economic value but also on building social networks based on local values, such as
the formation of joint business groups (KUB), informal cooperatives, and community forums. In
these forums, the community is involved in decision-making, role distribution, and proOit sharing,
all of which are carried out based on participatory and egalitarian principles.

2. Tanoker's Local Potential-Based Micro-Business Training provides various entrepreneurship and
creative economic skills training programs based on local potential, such as traditional foods (e.g.,
tape, cassava chips, and coconut products), handicrafts (such as bamboo weaving, Madurese
batik, and wooden masks), and agricultural and organic farming processing. This training
emphasizes not only the technical aspects of production but also business management, digital
marketing, and attractive product packaging, without losing the local nuance. Observations and
interviews indicate that this training approach is revitalizing traditional skills that were
previously being abandoned and making them a viable source of livelihood. Training is conducted
periodically and involves local mentors and external facilitators who understand the socio-
cultural characteristics of the local community.
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Women's Empowerment through the Creative Economy: One signiOicant achievement in the
context of local wisdom-based economic empowerment is the formation of Joint Business Groups
(KUB), the majority of whose members are women. These KUBs focus on the production of goods
and services with high traditional values, such as regional market snacks, bags made from natural
Oibers, herbal soaps, and locally patterned textile crafts. Through KUB, women not only gain
additional income but also experience social transformation in the form of increased self-
conOidence, strengthened positions in household decision-making, and expanded access to public
and economic spaces. Furthermore, KUB serves as a platform for collective learning for women
in Oinancial management, community leadership, and social advocacy. In terms of sustainability,
this local tradition-based cooperative (KUB) receives ecosystem support from Tanoker through
marketing facilitation, local brand development, and integration into cultural festivals such as the
Dolanan Festival and traditional markets. KUB products have also been marketed through digital
channels and in collaboration with external parties, demonstrating the transformation from a
subsistence economy to a culture-based creative economy.

Economic and Social Impacts: Interview data and documentation show that household incomes
of KUB members increased by an average of 20-30% after one year of participating in the
empowerment program. Furthermore, a sense of collective ownership oflocal products has been
created, providing a source of pride and a new economic identity for the community. The added
value of local products is also enhanced by the cultural narratives that accompany each product,
creating unique market differentiation. Local wisdom articulated in economic practices has
become a productive form of social capital—harmoniously linking cultural values, collective
identity, and economic activities. This demonstrates that economic empowerment does not have
to be at odds with cultural preservation, but rather can reinforce each other when managed with
a participatory approach based on local wisdom.

The Impact of Local Wisdom-Based Empowerment on the Local Economy and Community
Welfare

The research also shows that integrating local wisdom into community empowerment strategies has
signiOicant economic implications, both at the household and community levels. This approach not
only strengthens local economic sustainability but also contributes to improving overall community
well-being.

1.

Household Income Increase Data obtained through interviews and documentation of community
economic activities indicate that community participation in local wisdom-based economic
activities has signiOicantly increased household income. In the case of joint business groups
(KUB) and microeconomic actors assisted by Tanoker, the average income increase ranged from
20% to 35% in the Oirst year after actively participating in the empowerment program. This
increase occurred as a result of the transformation of traditional skills into high-value economic
products, through a creative economy approach. For example, traditional processed food
products that were previously consumed only within households are now professionally
packaged and sold through digital channels. This demonstrates that locally based products are
able to meet market needs without losing their cultural characteristics.

Strengthening Local Economic Structures Community participation in a local wisdom-based
economy contributes to strengthening local economic structures. Small and micro-enterprises
based on local wisdom, such as handicrafts, organic farming, and traditional culinary arts, not
only provide new sources of income but also expand the local supply chain. These activities
create a mutually supportive economic ecosystem between producers, raw material suppliers,
distributors, and local customers. Furthermore, the involvement of various social groups—
including women, youth, and marginalized groups—in the production and distribution process
broadens the economic base and strengthens community resilience. This contrasts with
conventional economic approaches, which tend to be exclusive and proQOit-oriented. A locally-
based approach allows for equitable distribution of economic beneOits and a more equitable
distribution of resources.

Increasing Added Value and Product Competitiveness One important Oinding is the increased
added value of community products due to the application of creative economy principles in
managing local wisdom. Products such as batik with distinctive local motifs, herbal soaps made
from traditional plants, and regional specialties are given cultural narratives, local identities, and
attractive packaging, thereby increasing their competitiveness in the market. This strategy allows
Tanoker community products to compete not only in the local market but also penetrate the
national digital market through e-commerce platforms and social media. The cultural narratives
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inherent in the products create strong differentiation, attracting the interest of consumers who
value authenticity and sustainability. For example, bamboo weaving crafts, previously considered
old-fashioned, through a redesign and cultural storytelling approach, are now superior products
marketed as symbols of eco-culture and sustainable living. This conOirms that local wisdom is not
merely a cultural ornament, but has real economic potential if cultivated with the right strategy.

4. Social Welfare and Community Transformation: Increased income and strengthening of the local
economy directly impact the social welfare dimension of the community. Based on observations,
there have been signiOicant changes in aspects of consumption, children's education, health, and
social participation. Many families previously classiOied as economically vulnerable are now able
to meet basic needs more adequately. Furthermore, empowerment based on local wisdom also
triggers social transformation of the community, such as increased participation of women in
public spaces, the growth of local leadership, and the formation of solidarity networks among
residents. Cultural values revived through economic activities provide a strong foundation for
creating a more cohesive and resilient community to external challenges, including the economic
crisis and the pressures of globalization.

5. Long-Term Implications for Sustainable Development More broadly, this approach supports
sustainable development at the local level. By relying on local potential and values, this
empowerment model encourages communities to become subjects of development, not mere
objects. In addition to creating economic sustainability, this approach also strengthens cultural
identity, improves quality of life, and builds inclusive social structures.

The Tanoker model demonstrates that empowerment based on local wisdom can create a values-

based economy, not just proOit-driven. This makes a signiOicant contribution to building a more

humane and sustainable alternative economic system that is relevant to the local socio-cultural
contexts across Indonesia.

Challenges and Sustainability Strategies for Local Wisdom-Based Empowerment Programs in

the Tanoker Learning Village in Jember

In the implementation of a local wisdom-based community empowerment program in the Tanoker

Learning Village in Jember, sustainability was found to be a crucial strategic issue. Although the

program has demonstrated success in terms of cultural education and strengthening the local

economy, several structural and cultural challenges hinder its long-term sustainability. This study
identiOies three key challenges and formulates concrete strategies developed by the Tanoker
community to address them.

1. Limited Market Access for Local Products One of the most signiOicant challenges is limited
market access, especially for products from micro-enterprises based on local wisdom. Tanoker
community products, despite their unique culture and local added value, often struggle to
penetrate broader markets due to constraints such as limited distribution networks, lack of
digital literacy, and low large-scale production capacity. In some cases, reliance on local events
such as the Dolanan Festival as the sole sales channel leads to unstable income Oluctuations.
Furthermore, competition with mass-market commercial products in the digital market tends
to marginalize local products, especially if they are not supported by adequate marketing
strategies. The strategy developed to address this challenge is the digitalization of community
culture and product promotion. Tanoker has begun building a digital presence through social
media, online catalogs, and collaborations with local e-commerce platforms. The use of cultural
narratives in product promotion is a distinctive approach that not only showcases goods but
also conveys the stories, symbolic meanings, and local philosophies contained within each
product.

2.  The Cultural Regeneration Crisis Among Youth A second, quite serious challenge is the
weakening of cultural regeneration among the younger generation. Exposure to global culture
through digital media, lifestyle changes, and a formal education system that does not
accommodate local culture has resulted in children and adolescents being less familiar with—
and even tending to distance themselves from—their own cultural identity. This phenomenon
indicates an intergenerational disjunction in the transmission of local wisdom, where values,
traditional practices, and regional languages are no longer considered relevant by the younger
generation. If not addressed, this situation could lead to cultural discontinuity and threaten the
sustainability of local cultural heritage as the social foundation of society. To address this,
Tanoker developed a strategy for integrating local curriculum into formal and informal
education. This effort was carried out through collaboration with elementary and secondary
schools in the Jember region, by inserting local content in the form of regional arts subjects,
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cultural projects, and co-curricular activities such as dance classes, traditional music, and
discussions of local history. This strategy aims to build cultural literacy in the younger
generation from an early age, while also making local culture part of a vibrant and dynamic
education system.

3. Dependence on External Parties Although Tanoker's empowerment programs grow organically
from within the community, their operations still rely heavily on external support, whether in
the form of funding, training, or technical facilitation. This dependency creates potential
vulnerabilities to the program's sustainability, particularly if these external resources suddenly
cease or diminish. This dependency also impacts the community's control over the program's
direction, with some initiatives tending to follow the preferences of donors or supporting
institutions. This can reduce local autonomy and undermine the principles of community-based
empowerment. In response, Tanoker implemented a strategy of strengthening community
networks and developing internal capacity. This network is not only external (between
institutions), but also horizontally within the community groups themselves. For example, the
establishment of cross-village community forums, training local cadres, and replication of
empowerment models to surrounding villages are carried out to build a mutually supportive
collaborative ecosystem. In addition, funding sources are diversiOied through community
cooperative schemes, cultural crowdfunding, and the development of commercial products, the
proceeds of which are reinvested to support community activities. Thus, sustainability is no
longer entirely dependent on external assistance, but can be maintained internally through
growing local capacity.

4. Theoretical and Practical Implications From a theoretical perspective, these Oindings underscore
the importance of a community-based sustainability approach in developing empowerment
programs based on local wisdom. Sustainability is not solely determined by the program's
technical success, but also by the community's ability to maintain and adapt local values in the
face of social, cultural, and economic changes.

In practical terms, Tanoker's approach can serve as a model for similar programs in other regions.

The strategy, which combines local culture, digital technology, and empowering local institutions, has

proven effective in addressing structural challenges while maintaining the sustainability of social

transformation at the grassroots level.

4. Conclusion

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that the Tanoker Learning Village in Jember is a concrete example
of successful community empowerment based on local wisdom, strengthening cultural identity and
improving the local economy. By integrating traditional values into informal education practices and
developing the creative economy, Tanoker has successfully created a learning space that is contextual,
inclusive, and relevant to the socio-cultural needs of the local community.

Activities such as the Dolanan Festival, arts and culture training, and the formation of tradition-
based business groups have proven that local wisdom serves not only as a passive heritage but can
be transformed into productive social and economic capital. The positive impacts are evident in
increased cultural awareness, a sense of ownership of local identity, and the growth of creative
businesses that contribute to household incomes and community economic dynamics.

However, this success also faces sustainability challenges, such as limited market access, a
cultural regeneration crisis among young people, and dependence on external resources. Tanoker has
responded to these challenges through various innovative strategies, including digital promotion,
integrating local values into the curriculum, and strengthening community networks. These
strategies demonstrate that sustainable culture-based empowerment requires a holistic approach
encompassing social, economic, educational, and technological dimensions.

Recommendation
Based on research Oindings and analysis, here are a number of strategic recommendations to
strengthen and replicate local wisdom-based empowerment models:

1. Policy Support from Local Governments: Local governments need to provide systemic support
for community initiatives like Tanoker through afOirmative action policies, institutional
recognition, and dedicated budget allocations for local wisdom-based programs. This is crucial
to ensuring that models like Tanoker not only survive independently but also become part of a
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sustainable regional development architecture.

2. Replicating the Model to Other Communities Using a Contextual Approach: The Tanoker
empowerment model can serve as a prototype for replication in other areas, with adjustments to
local socio-cultural characteristics. The replication process must be based on community
participation and not be top-down, to ensure the authenticity of local values.

3. Strengthening Community Digital Literacy and Capacity: To expand market reach and strengthen
the competitiveness of local products, digital literacy training and mentoring are needed for
community entrepreneurs. This includes the use of social media, e-commerce, culture-based
branding, and independent management of digital platforms.

4. Integrating Local Wisdom Values into Formal and Non-Formal Education: The government and
educational institutions need to substantively integrate local content into both formal and non-
formal curricula. This aims to foster awareness of cultural identity from an early age and prevent
cultural dislocation amidst the rapid Olow of globalization.
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